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ABSTRACT

,

A study examined student" and teacher perceptions of
consumer and homemakingtagks needed and, taught in secondary home
economics classes in order to determine if any significant
differences existed among the perceptions of male students, female
students, and teacherp. Of the 12,242 surveys that were mailed to
Louisiana high school graduates of 1978 -1982 who had taken home
economics, 1,442 were returned. Of these, 1,309 surveys were
completed by females'arid 121 by males; Of the 503 home economics

4eachers who received questionnaires, 357 completed and returhoel
.

sdble surveys. Analysis of both groups of completed questionnaires
revrealed that the students and teachers registered a high degree of
similarity in both the tasks that-they perceived as needing to be
taughtand the tasks they perceived as actually having been taught..
Generally, those tasks perceived as being most needed--making
responsible decisions, repairing or altering Clothing, making a homf
more energy efficient, storing food properly, and preparing.
nutritious Mealswere also perceived as being among the skills

a
taught most frequently. Implications were drawn for.minor curriculum
revisions. (The survey instrument is appended, add 17 tables of data -

are included in ;his report.) (MN)
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The' 1976 TOtational Xme4metts,.challengWvbdational
t. :', i , .41 4

tors 1.11. paqicular the consumer and homemaking component, to
.

- . s.t .

provide of their programs . This, is a 'vital . thrust
,,
I

ofba?me.EconoTids. Eduction n.,0**; t11( 4rder.to develop futvre ,

. .,

,

,.consumer anA hom6mki4B-cPrricialim which: most appropriately

.

. . ,
, meets -.the peeds'of stu4ents,.,..tt 4.s vital. 'to assess what has

il' f .Abeen tau0t, in donstmr and,homem'ak,ing prOgrams: The role of
.., s,

e
, .b . -..

/.
cthe homemaket,hag' changed. Females are employed outside the .

%

.'-

educa-

j
ihomeand'mustl.balance homemaking with their outside careers.

.14,MAlare'assUming more homemaking tasks. Both males' and females;4

,thetifOre, require homemaking skillg.

;.'The purpoSe a former, study funded in 1982 -1983 by the

;. Louisiana State Department of Education was to study Home con-

. omics Curriculum needs by surveying.eormer secondary home econ,.
t

omics students to determine what tasks they learner in class and

.what instruation would have been helpful.

This follow-up study sudied the percepions' of secondary

home economics teachers as to whether they taught the tasks

evaluated in the 1983 study.

1,



OBJECTIVES
0,1

The objectives of the original study were:

To identify whe.ther specified consumer and homemaking tasks

.were-perceivediby male and'female_Students as hpving been

itaughtin secondaryvocational.home economids programs

To identify whether-specified consumer and homemaking tasks

were perceived ds,having.not been taught 'in secondary voca-

tional home economics peagrams'bUt as needed by homemakers

To disseminate' the .findings.

To augment that study the objectives of this study were

1.. To identify whether specified-consumer and hOmemaking taskst

were perCeived by secondary-home-economies teachers as' having

been taught insecondary vocational home economics:programs

To identify whether specified consumer 'and homemaking tasks

'were perceived by secondary home economics teachers a needed

by malehOmemakers and by fetale homemakers.
4

.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE OF TBE-PROBLEW

The Pt' poSe of this .project was.to analyze whether the

perceptions of studentS concerning consumer and homemaking asks -. l' It

P

_

taught and neededcorrelates; With, the peiceptions
. of'' teachers as

to what they/felt they taught and what was.needed by homemakers.

Since the, goal of vocational home economic educationis to

- prepare students for their roles,as homemak rs it.isimperative

tl

that.. the' needs of students both male and female are "matched
.* .

elosely by what they are. ,taught, Teachers: must be concerned

-A/



that .the. information they' present

the student.

4

indeed internalized by

EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.

*

"Alle results of this project can be effectively used td---

improve consumer and homemaking education. nd.p this study

determined through stude?t7And teacher input the tasks needed

and studied, teachers pd'curriculum developers can utilize

this. information to better meet student needs in the clasliro9m.

METHODQLOGY

(
The objectives, of this 'project were met by the following

procedures:

1.. The project was adminispred and conducted by the School of

Home Econothics of the. University of.Squthwestern Louisiana

in.coolopration with the Louisiana State Department of Educa-

tion:

,\
,2. ApquestionnAire from the. 1983.study.was adapted .to survey

. R.

whether home economics.teachers perceived consumer and home
.

. ,4 .

: making. tasks, as taught,.andtor:needed.. '.
.

.

-1

Napes .and addresses of secondary home economics teachers it.

Louisianayere obtained in Cooperation with the State Depart-

,meet of Education.
f"0

The questionnair, was mailed to secondary *home economics

teachers,

a

1.

S. 'Returned:questionnaires were.'analzed by frequency distribu

tion.. r



Comparison..of d4e4.to student. responses was, statistically

analyzed,

ANALYSIS' OF DATA

Demographic Information

Students
4

. Twelve thousand two hundred-forty-two-(12,242) question-

naires were mailed. to high school graduates of 191E82 who had

taken home economic. Fourteen hundred forty.,:two,(1,442.

-responses were y'eturridend tabUlafed. This represlItedra 12'

percent return-:. The low responSe rake was. attributed primarily

to the use of parents',,addresses at. the time of graduation.
.

Ninety -one percent (1,,309) of the participants'wers

;Eight percent (121) were male. Twelve respondents did not
I

indicate their sex.

Employed persons constituted 56 percent (811) of the sample,/

while 41 percent (585) were nat employed. Forty-sx participants

did not give their, employment status.

`The number of -semesters of home ecowimics completed.'by the

graduates walsel semest.er - 16 percent' (224)', 2semesters - 23

,percent-(337), 3 semesters. - 17 percent**(242), 4 Semesters -

25 percent '(.365), .and 5 or more semesters - 15 percent 1 15),

Fifty-nine.former students did,not designate their home on-

omics enrollment.

Fourteen per:cent (203)of the sample graduated in 1978, 19

percent.(271) in.1979,./9 percept (274) in 1980, :20 percent

(296) in 1981, and 26 percent (382) in 19872. Sixth respon7

dents did not list their year of graduation.. (See Table I.)
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11,

Teachers

Flve hundred three (003). questionnaire's were mailed: to
.

secondary teachers fn,Louisiana. ,Three hUndred fifty-seen (357)4

%

*

responses were returned and tabulated. Only.teachers who taught

in Louisiana parishes, from 1978-82 were included in'the analyzed

sample. This represented a 'seventy-one (71) percent return.. 10.

Forty-eight peEcetc.(171)of the resporidents'had completed
,

a bachelor's degreeo .thirty-one percent (112) a master's degree,.

and .nineteen percent ('6:4 ca master's degreefOlus 30.credits.

Seven respondents .did h4t recor4 their level, ofeducation.:,

Nineteen perCent ( -66.) of the teachers. had complet.ed 0-3

university credits twyondithe bachelor's degree in the last five

yearp, thirtyCsix percent (129) 4-15 credits, twenty-four 'Per-

cent (84) 16t30 credits, and twenty. percent (70) more than30

'credits. Eight teachers did not listtheir recent.edu5ptional,.
/

efforts..
Mr

Twenty-two percent (78) of'the,participants.had.taught

home economics from 1-5 years, twenty-four percent X84) "'had

taught 6-10 years, nineteen percent (.70) had taught 11-15 years,

and thirty/four.percgnt(123) had taught more than 15 years.

Two teachets-did not indicate theirtlengtb of'service.
0

.

. .Eighteen perc(Int (64) of those completing the questionnaire

.werelrom the seven parishes of southwestern:Louisiana while

eighty-one.petcent (288) were from other stead, of the state..
Five teachers. did 'not express their geographic. n -locatio.

'r .''' l'- IX;

,. 'r fi 4

:.4).. .1.3,
I 1 vii.z.,.0 . o'(.. ' ..., :11',M' ''11'0,11111'Y''''''..*:.'
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TABLE 1,2. Sample DemographiCs.

,Students'
'

INumber.of Returned Questioripaires Analyzed: j 142

4

Sex:

Fliiplopd:

Male
Female
No Response

.
Yeq, '

.

4 ,

121,
1109

12

/-
811

4ao , 585
Ro Response . A6

Semestersof Home Econ,icsi

1 I-.

2: ,, .

3 ,.
,...

4 L- 4_.._.:,

5 or more 4.-

0

,.224

337
242
365
215 i

Year of Graduation:

A -1978
1979
198
1981
1%02
No response

Teachers

203
271
274
296
382
,16...... *.k.41111.6

Number of Returned Questionnaires Analyzed: 357

Education:

Bachelor's Degree '171
Master's Degree 112,
Master's,plus 30 67
No Resp'ons'e 7

Hours of University Credit Beyond the Bachelor's Degree
in the.Last Five Years:.

4-15 '1

16-30
OVer
sNo Rehtonse

ler

* '

4

'66

129
84.
70

8
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I
Table I C tinued

.4

.40
Jo -

Years of Experience as a Home.Econ'oblics,TTacker:

1-5 . 78
6-10 v4 . '84
11-15 140.40#116 70
Over 15 -. 123

",No' Redponst

Geographi$ Location:

41

4

2

7 Sotthwestern Louisiana
`' *Parishies. 64
.Other Louisiana Parishes 288
No. Response 5

V t.

0

4

.15

4%
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ANALYSIS OF TEACHER. RES?ONSES

. ,

Analysis of Taiks Tp.u0t and Not Taught

.6 ,

A majority,of the teachers surveyed 'felt they had taught'

each of the questionnatre tasks except ''use home computers,7

"maintain yard, and garden,". and. "Manage sexy responsibly."

(See Table II.). Items most frequently entered aq having been

taught included "make responsibledecisions," 'read labels,"
ire

"prepare nutrftiodus peals1" "serve attractive meals, ", "store

food properly, "sew 'clothing," !'practtce good health hatits "

"maintain personal hygiene.and grooming," .."set long- and .shckrt-
.

'term goals," and "choose clothing for self and others..": (fte

Table III.)

Tasks Which teachers covered: least frequency were "use home.

computers," "maintain yard and garden," "manage sex responsibly,"

"choose wisely when eating oA,"-"handle family 'rises," "buy

insurance," "select and arrange home -furnishings," "get a' loan,':

"plan time,,for worlc:, rest and, leisure," and' "entertain in-the

home." (See Table iy.)

I

4



1

TABLE fir/ ,Frequencies ,of Consumer and Homemakinerasks

4' Perceived by HoMe EConomics' Teachers as Taught,

'Task

1.. Get a loari'

'2. Make' responsible decisions

410

Communicthe, effectively with 6mily 'members

4. Make 'a budget b sed on income

5. Chciose toys for, ildren

:6, Repair or a1er d °thing

74 Launder clothes

'8. Maintain personalf hygiene and grooming

. 9. Buy household go ds 1

10.

11: Handle family crises

12. Select housing

Choose lothing fqr self and others

,13. Saect.and arrange hoMe furnishings

14. Make k home more energy efficient

15% Maintain ideal weight

16.- Choose wisely when eating out

17. Serve attractive meals

18. Maintain yard 'tnd garden

19. Entertain in the home .

.20. Buy inserance

21. Read and understand a ,warranty

22. Select suitable child care

23. Sew clothing

a

N

4

a

irequency:

'246

349
A

324'

30,4

201

'278

'295

331

.301

328

233

264

243

268

311

229

338

27

254

239

299

281

336



71,131.e II Coniinu'd

Task-r

24.. Store food properly'

25. Clean and maintain a hqme

26. Discipline children appropriatelr

27. Plantime for work, rest,,and letsure

28. Plan for routine tasks

29.. Select clothing ..

30. Me home computers

(31. Evaluate convenience foods'

32; Maintain pleasant home atmosphere

33. Develop a positive, outlook on life

34. Use credit wisely

35. Balance a checkbook

36. Prepare nutritious meals

3.7. Read labels

38. Manage sex responsibly

39, Set longand short-term goals.

40. Care for infantd and young children

41. 'Make decisions about marriage

42. 'Practice good .health habits.

.+

'N A 357..

Frequency ,

337

,294

297

247

k 274

324

26

A

3.1.0

481

322

,3d7

251

342'

346

169

330

324

28.1

336



TABLE III; .Ranking of Consumer and Homemaking Tasks.

Most. Frequently Listed by Home Economics Teachers as Taught

' Task Fre uend

'1 Make responsible, decisions

2. Read'labelp
4

349

346-'

Prepare nutritious meals ,342

Serve attractive meals 338

'
Y. Store .food properly 337

6. Sew clothing
.t 336

7. Practict good healthAhabits, i36,

8. Maintaiwpersonal hygiene and grooming 331

9. 'Set long-,and short -term goals 330.'

10. Choose clothing ior self and others 328

4.

357.

0

19

q



TABLE IV: Ranking of -Consumer and lioniemaking Tasks

.1.,gast Frequently.Listed by_Home, Economics Teachers. as. Taught

ti

st

Task

TYse home computers

2. Maintain yard sand gardeh.

3.. Manage sex responsibly

4. Choose widely. when 'eating Out.

t.1
. .

5. Handle family; Crises

.6,' Buy insurance

7. Select and arrange home fqrnishings
.6

'8. .Get a loan
o

9, Plan time for work, rest, and leisure

10. Entertain in the home

357 It

FreqUency

11'26 .

27
e .

159
it

229

23'9

243

./246

247

254

e

ft

.



ie. .

Analysis of Tasks Needed andkNot Needed..

All consumer and homemaking tasks sUrveyed were considered

to be needed by a large majority pf be hame economics teacher.

'(See Table V.) Tasks i4gistering the highest levels of need,

included "make. responsible "decisions," "communicate effectively

with famiiy metbers,":"repair or alter clothing 11 "choose clothing
..... 4

for self and others," "make a home more energy efficient," "store

food PrOp4ily," "read labels," serve attractive meals," "rEad

and understand a warranty,'' "prepare nutritious meals," and "set
/

long- and short,termgoalsi" (See:T'able VI.)

Ten tasks listed least frequently by teachers as needed..

included "maintain yard and garden " "use home computers,"

.,"choose wisely Wien eating out," "entertain in the home,'"Van

for routine tasks," ?manage sex. responsibly," "get a loan,"

. "plan- time for work, rest, and leispre," "launder clothes," and

"buy insurance." (See Table

. S;

A

.



TABLE V. Frequencies a..Consumer and Homemaking Tasks

Perceived`' as. Needed by Home Edonomics..Teachers°

Frectuency

1.

2.

3.

Get a loan

Make responsible decisions

Commu-nicte effectiVely h family members

336.

'354,

354,

4. ' Make a budget based: o int'ome :-e

5. Choose toys for children

6. Repair Or alter clothing'

7.. Launder clothes

Maintain personal hygiene and, grooming.

)9. Buy household goods

10. Choose clothing for self and others

11 ti

.

'Handle: family crises.

12. Select housing I/

13. Select and. arrange homei.furnishings

14. Make .a 'home more. 'energy efficient

15.' Maintain ideal weight
,

16. Choose wisely when eatihg out

17! Serye attractive meals

18. Maittain. yard* and garden

19. Entertain 'in the he

20. Buy insurance

21. , Read and understand a warranty

22, Select suitable child care' N

23. Sew clothing
Rr

351

"349z'
, .

'354 4

338

348.

346',

354

349

349

341

354

350:
- -

.322

352

215

225

340

352.

347*

34,9



Table 'V Continued

Task

-24. Stort food' properly it

N

25. Clean maintain a
. J \ .

26.. Disckpline children app opr ely
- t

27.4 Plan time for work, rest', and iLefsure

'28. Plan ,for routine tasks

1
A

29. %Select clothin:
. . .

;

.

,.

30. Use hOme eompute

31.. Evaluate convendreac f 'ds
1 L

s

32.. Maintain pleasant home atmosphere

.41111133; Develop .a. :positiie :outlook -on life. ,

,,

34. Use credit wisely
.

35. Balance a checktfook

36. Frepare nuir ious meals ;

37. Read labels.
38. Manage, sex respOnsibly

39. Set lorfg- and short-term goals

.40. Care for infants and .young children
41. Make deci:siona .about marriage

42. Practice good health' habits

.N 357.

)\\

r 1.
Frequency

353

348

'34$

336

349-

300
'4.350

342

350

351
.--

-345 .

352

353

335

352.

351 -

348

351

,

44.

,.



V.

TABLE.YI4 Ranking of Consumei and Homemaktn asks
4

"Most Frequently Listed as Needed bay,Home ftoncimics Teachers

.1: Make responsible de4bions4
.

2. Communicate ef4ctil'leiy with famly members

3. Repair ot alter clothing

4. Cho se clothing Xor self and ethers
a '

Make 'a home more 'energy efficient.

6. Store food properly

7. Read labels A.

354

354

.354

154

.354

353

8. 'Serve attractive meals , .- :° 352

9. Read and understandia warranty 352

10% Prepare nutritious meals 352

11. Set lqng-.and short -tgrm idals 352

= 357 -..

-

A

I

s.



TALE VII: ' Ranking of Consumer and Homemaking Tasks

Least 'Frequently Listed as Needed .y Horn Economics Teachers

Task Fre uenc

Maintain yard and-garden

2. Use -home computeKs'
0

..
3. Choosewisely-when'eating out

4: Entertain in the home

5, . Plan for.rovtine.tasks

6. Manage sex responsibly.
<

.7. Get a,loan

8. Plan time for work, rest, acid leisure

)).' Launder clothes

10: ,Buy insurance

N = 357

,r

a

t

11

2 5
S.

215

30.0

322

325

-332

336

336

338

340



Comparison of Tasks Taught and Tasks Needed,

9 , Participating teachers exhi "bited great consistency in theb.

.

tasks they viewed as needed and those which they had taught.

.Cited among the top ten priority tapks for both needed and taught

were "make responsible decisions," "choose clothing for. selfaniV

othere,":."store food prOperly," "read labels,"."serve attractive
. ,

i
,meAs," "'prepare nutritiAll meals," and "set long- and short -term

.Considered to be within the top. ten areas ,taught and

registering only slighllibelsw. the ben. priority needs were "sew
:

clothing," "practice7good health habits," and "maintain persorial.

hygiene and grooming.", "Communicate:effectiVely with family"
.

'was ranked as second"most needed and eleYenth,moSt frequently giv

taught,Perhapssuggesting thd need forcurricUlarrevisiOnsi.

three tasks highly \rated as needed were more moderately .register-
ed as taught. These were "rep'air or alter clothing,"."make a

home more energy efficient," afid "read and understand'a warranty."

Similarly,'teachers assigned lowest priorities for both skills

taught and needed,ta "maintain yard and garden," "use homeaott-

)uters," "choose wisely when eating out," "entertain in the.home,:'

"manage sex,gesponsibly,":get,A loan," "plan time for work, rest,'

and leisure;" and "buy insurance." each of these tasks occuOied.

positions among the lowest ten%rankings for teach4es perceptions.

of tasks needed to be Learned, by secondarPullool graduate,s and7

.toks, which had been included .in the curriculum.
.

.

The'remaiping two skills fisted among the ten least
.

0
frequently cited tasks for both groupg.were correspondingly low

in-the alterndte group although not in the lowest 10 ranks.
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Aualysia by L'e

TaughtINOtTaughtti,
.

"Launder clothes,'" and

arranAe'.homepfurnishings."

Grot,Hccons4.si'.6ncy w ',a,hownby the teacherswith yarying.

:444ation bE' the 42 questionnaire i temi 1br
d

%brily:Elaskrddthe_lef.v,4:of;education appear to influence the
-- A

"; .degeeiWwhib,h 4 q)40,1 taught. For 'get..a loan" variability
,

was seen as,73,6%. of t6oChera Wittubachelor's..degrees said it

had beentaught.as.compatedto 64.5% with master's degrees and

81'5% with a master. s'degree plus 30 hours-.. Simitarly, "make a:

home. more energy efficient shoved Aifferences.a81.1% 'of:bach

_4elor's holders, mo of master4s holders, and' 74.6% of Mas7ter's.
o

ti

plus 30 h4lders listed it as taught. "Maintg; yard and garden!

was also affected by levelo2 edueaton: It was taught by 5.1%

of baccalu'rPatt rtcipientsf, 6.7% of master's recipients, and

15.9% of,master's plus 30 recipients.,. "Buy insurance".registered
1

71.6%,wilh baccaluareateS,'63% with Master's, and 77.3% wit,h
A..

master's'plua 30'as havingbeet taught and "read and understand
4.

a warranty".shoWed 87.3%.with Adcalaureates079..5% with-master's,

and 92.5% with master's plus-30.ga having taught it; 'Using
1

Cretlitvwise1 -y1 alsoshow6d.di ersity. It was recorded as taught-7-
,

by. 87;5%. of. the baccalaureate. ategory, 82% of the master's

,

caregory,;and 98.5% of the mastet's plus, 30 category. Gen17

for eaeh°of the items showing deviations based on. level of
.

education 'topics were tau ht' mostby tgachers who had achieved

a master's degree Aus 30 hours of cre'dit.. (See Table'VIII.).
, # ,

4

r.

4



TABLE VIII: Frequencigs of 'Tasks Taught and Not Taught

According to Teachers,' Level of Education

Task

Get a loan

Dege Taught Taught Total

-Bachelor0' 120 43 -163
.Masters.' .. 71. :39 1.10

Masters' + 30 53' ;12 05.

ke resPonabl6 Bachelors" "16.6 2 170
ecisions Masters." 112

,
0 4 112

Masters' + 30 66 .0
.

. 66

.. .

CoMmunicate effectively ,.., Bachelors' 158,- 11- 169'
with fami1y..members.- - -Masters' 102 9 111:

Oastersi + 30 :-61': . 6 67`'
,

.

. .

Make a budget. b'ssed Bachplors' - 149 20 169 .

on. income- MasferS' ,94 18. :112
Masters'...1- 30- 58. .9. 67

. .

Choose toys for,
1

child".. Bachelors' 142 .27 :169-
rep Masters! .55 ,16 111

Masters' + 30 '58 8 66,

Repair or .alter cloth., .Bachelors'. 134 '35 169
ing . Masters' 88 22. 110

Madt,ers' + 30 54 .12 .66-
.,T. ..

Launder clOttles brs'.' 146 .23. 169
89 20 .T109.

Mastert14. 30 57' 9
0

.. '66

Maintain personal ,, Bachelors' 162 9 171..
-hygiene and grooming ' Masters". 104 7 111

is/fasters' -I- 30. .63 4 '67
, .

Buy household goods Bachelors' 148 20 168
,

Masters' 91 17 108r.
Master's +,30' 58 8 '66

10. Choose clothing for Bachelors' 164 5 169
.'self and others* Masters' 104 8 112

Master's + 30,:. 60 .5 65

11. Handle famfly crises.' Bachelors' 11#8 '48 166
1) Masters' .68 42 110

i, Masters + 30 .44 21' .65

,M0 O.4



Table VIII Continued
, I

21 A

Task: pegree Taught

12. Select housing Bachelors' . .131
Masterie 80
Master! 30 50

Select and' .arrange Bachelors' 1.15

home furnishings Mastsers' 74
Masters' 30 ' 51

14. Make a home more
. energy efficiynt

1 Maintain ideal

.

.Bachelors! b

Masters'
Masters' + 30

weight' Bachelors'
Masters
MaSters' + 30

16. Choose wideiy when
eating out

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' + 30

17. Serve attractive meals Bachelors'
Masters' '

Masters' +, 30

Bachelor41
Masters'
Masters' + 30

18. Maintain yard and
garden

19. Entertain the home

20. Buy insurance.

21. Read and understand
a. warranty

0

22. Select suitable Child.
care

23. Sew clothing

24. Store food properly

r.

Bachelors'
Masters'
Mastera' + 30

Bachelors'
Masters'
Mastfiirs' + 30

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' 30

Bachelors'
.Masters'
Masters' + 30,

L37
7.7

50

152
94
63

111
72
45

166
63

- 66

8
7

;.10

121
76
54

.116'

68
51 .

145
89
62

138 -

.86
56

Bachelors 16.2

,Masters' 106
Masters' ,+ 3'0' 65,

Bachelors' 166'
Masters' 105
Masters' + -30 63

9t
Taukbt: Total

39 140
28 108
17 67

51/ 166'
. 34 1.08

15 '66

32 '169
33 .110
17 67'

if

19 1-71

18 112.

.4 67

57 168
39 111
20 65

170,
66
66

4

3
0

50
98
53

45
32
13

46
.40

'15

21
23
5

' 29
23
11

.6

6

21

4

7

4

158
105
63

-166
108
.67

162
108
66

166
112
.67

167
'109
67

168
112,
67'

170
112
67



.

Table VIII Continued

Task_ Degree-'

26,

27.

Clean.. and

fiome

Discipline Children-
appropriately

Plan tip ei for work,

Bachelors',
Masters'
.Masters!.+ 30

Bachelors'
Mastrers'

'Masters' + 30

Bachelors'
`rest, ani.leiSure Mastere'.,

Masters' + 30

28 Plan for routine tasks Bachelors'.
Masters' 1

Masters' +-30

29. Selett clothing Bachelors'
A.'

. ,
Masters'
Masters' +3G

30. Use home computers Bachelors'
Masters'
Masterq' +

31. Evaluate convenience Bachelors'
foods Masters'

Masters' t 30

32 paintain pleasant home,
atmosphere

.'Bachelors'.
Masters'
Masters' 30

33. Develop a positive Bachelors'
.out look on life Masters'_

Masters' + 30

34. ,Use credit wisely

35. Balance,a Checkbook

nutritious
meals

3-6. Prepare

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters 30,

,'Bachelors'
Masters''
Masters'. + 30

at
Taught Taught Total

145 22 167
90 20. 110
65 11 66

21 166
17 .108
8 66

.43 165
35 108
18 67

.145.
91
58'

122
73.
,49

134
46
50

-159
1,01.

61'

V-

31 16.5.

.22 108
16* 66

'7 166
8 109
6 ._67

16 150 166
2' T03 105'

59 . 65

154,_, 19 170
96 15 111.
60 . 7 67

139. .25 a64

lo 67

12. 169"
11 4'110
4 66

.81

57

,. 157
99
62

147 21 '168
91 20... 111.
66. .1'' 67

12Q 48 6

78 33
50 16 6

170
112
66

Bachelors' 168
Masters' 108

4Masters' + 30 61

.

30
r

3

41



Table VIII Continued

Taske
t

37. Read labels

38. Manage sex responsibly

39. ,Set long- and short-
, term goals

40. Care for infants and
young.,chi.14dren

41. Make decision about
marripse

42. Practice goo4health
habits

357

23

NOt 41
Degiee TaUghU. Taught Total

Bachelors' 167
Masters' 110
Ma4ters' + 30 66.

Bachelors' 75
Masters' 50
Masters' + 30 29

Bachelors'
Maste'rs'
Masters' + 30

'Bachelors'
MaYters'
Masters' + 30

BaChelors'
Masters'
Masters' +.30

BaChilors!.
Misters'
Masters! .+ 30

4 171
2 '112

,0 66

91 166
58 108
35 '64

170
11.2

66

4
162 8
101 11.

64 2

159 , 10
103 7

60 7

136' 33
87 24''
55% 10

164 6

.101 7

64' 2

p

10
1T

67

169
111
65

170
112
66

A 7



Needed/Not Needed

24

In most cases;' the amount of education attained by teachers

did not influence whether they' felt-,a task was needed: or .not.

Only for two .items 'were differences seen. "Maintain yard. and

garden" showed greatest need by thOse in the.,.master's plus 30

group, 76.2%. The baccalaureate group registered 61.4% and the

master's group .59%. Similarly, for "uge home computers" 93.,8%

'of master'sq3lus30 teachers, felt a need followed by $4.3% of

baccalaureate teachers, and °81.97 of master's teachers. (ee

Table IX.)

0.

32

wk.

.14
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TABLE IX: Frequencies of Tasks Needed and
'0

Not' Needed According'to Teabher s Level of Education

Task

Get a loan

Make responsible
.decisions

3.. Communicate effectively
with family. members

4.. , Make a
'income

budget, based on

5'. %Choose ,toys for child-
r e n

Repelr or .'alter. cloth-
ing

Launder clothes

,Maintain personal
hygiepe and.grooming

Buy household goods

10. Choose clothing for
self'end others

11. Handle family crises

12. Select hOutring
V'

Degree
of

Needed. Needed- Total;

Bachelors' 154
Masters' 106
Masters' N+ 30 .65

Bachelors' 169
Masters'

. 112.
Masters' -+ 3Q . 66

Bachelors' 169
Masters' 110
Mastets 30 6.7

Bachelors' 168
Masters' '112
Masters'. + .30 67

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' +

16.4

111
30 65

.Bachelor's 167
M.isters' '109
Masters' + 3.0 60

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' + 30

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' .+ lb

Bachelots"
Masters'
Masteri' + 30:

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' +

B4chelors'
Masters'
Mastets' + 30

63
102
.65

169
.107
67

163
107
66

167
111
61

161
,109.

64

167
106
66

Tachetors'
/ Masters'
Masters'' + 30

,43
;-

90 163,
4 .110
0 .65

d1 112
0. -66

0 1,1469,

1 , 1.11.

o tit, 67

1 169
0 112
0 67

5
0

1

2

1

0

6

7

1

169.
111
66

169
110.
60.

16§
109'
66

2 171
4 ..111

'0 67

5 '168

1 108
SI 66

0 1.67
1 112
.0 .61
11

1 166
1 ,110
1 65

3 170'
2 108
l' 67



Table, IX Continued

Task De r,ee
t

Need d Total,

13... Select' and arrange .home ',Bachelors' 60 6 166,
furnishings Masters' 105 3 108

Masters' + 30 65 1 66
'''

14. /Make a home more energy Bachelors' 169 0. 169I"/ efficient Masters' 107 3 110
Masters' ,+ 30 67 0, .67

Maintain ideal weight .Bachelors' 167 4. 171
Masters' 111 r 1.12

4

Choose wisely when
eating out

I:
,

1.: SerVe attractive meals`
.

,

.

18., Maintain yard and
garden

, .

19. mEntertain in the hoe
\ ,

e

20. Buy insurance

21. Read and understand
'a warranty

'Masters' + 30. 67.

Bachelors' 154
Masters' 98
Masters' + 30' 62

Bachelors' 168
Masters' 111
Masters' +.30' 66

Bachelors' 97
Masters' , 62
Masters' + 30. 48
.

Bachelors' 152
Masters' 99
Masters' + 30 65

Bachelors' .157

'Masters' 104
Masters' +

3dio
66

Bachelors' 166
Masters' 111.
Masters' + 30 67

0 67

14 168
13 '111
3 65

. 2 170
0 -111
0 66 .

61 .158.
43 105
15 63

.

14 166
9 108
'2. 67-.

5 162
4 108
0 66

0 166
1 112
0 67

22. Select suitable child Bachelors' 163 4 167
care 0 .Masters'.

,

109 0 109

23. Sew clothing'

24. Store food properly.
p

Masters' + 30 '66 1 67
..._

Bachelors' '', . 1.65 3 .168

Masters' 111 .1 112
Masters' + 30 66. 1 64

1
0

J70

0 67

Bachelors' 169
Masters' 112
Masters'.%+ 30' 67'

I 0



Table TX Continued

Task

25. Clean and mainNain a
home

Be ree
0

Needed. Needed T tal,

26. DiscIpline childrett.
appropriately

` '2 Plan. time' for work,
rest, and ei'su're

28: Plan for- routine tasks

29. Select clothing

30. Use home,00mputers

31. Evaluate
foods

convenience

32. Maintain pleasant home
. atmosphere 4

33.': Develop a positive
outlook on life

34. Use,credit wisely .

35. Balance a checkbook

v

36. 'Pre'pare nutritious
meals

.1

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' + 30

BaChelors'
Matters'
Mastbrs' '.+ 30

163
109'

65

165 I
107
66

Bachelors' 157
.Masters' 100
Masters' + 30 67

Bachelors' 153
Masters' 101'
Masters' +' 30, '66

Bachelors'
Masters.' 107
Masters' + .30 .66

Bachelors' 140
Masters'
Masters' + 30 61

Bachelors' 1,69

'Masters' 109
Masters' +30 66

Bachelors' 164-
.Masters' '104
Masters'. + 30 67.

Bachelors'
*Masters'
Masters'-+ 3

,167
109
66

Dachelors'. ' 165
Masters' 110
Masters' +,30 67

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' + 3

161
110 _

66.

Bachelors' 169
Masters' 112,

Masters' + 30 66

4 167
1 1.10

1 66

166
1 108
0 66,

8 1165

8 10$
0 67

12 165.
'108

0 '66

1 16.6

2

1 67

26
19
4

:166
105
61

1 170
2, . 111
1 .67

'4 164
4 108
0 67

2 169.
1 110
0 66

3 168
1 111
0 67'

`

7 1.68

1 111
0 66A

1 170
0 112

66
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Table IX Continued

Task

37. Read labels

De

38.' Manage sec responsibly'

39. Set long- and 'short-
term _goals

40. Care for infants and
ytoung tchildren

41. Make decisions about
marriage

a

42. Practice good health
. habits

N = 357

of
e Needed Needed Total

Bachelors,' *170.

Masters' . 3.12
.MEtters' + 30

Bachelors'

/Masters'
Masters.' 4 36

Bachelors'
Masters'
Masters' + .30

Bachell9rs'
Masters'
Masters' + 30

160
105
62

1.70

111
66

168
105

.Bachelors' 161'
Masters' . 111,

Masters' + 30. 65'

Bachelors'169 .

Masters' 111
Masters' 4 30 66

1

0

0

.171
112
66

6,. 166
3 108
2 64

0 170
. 1 112,

66
-1Fr
1 169'
1 110.
0 67

4 169
0 111
0 65

1 170
1 112
,0. 66

t,



Anal sis by, Howls of University:Credi beyond the Bachelor's
Degree in the Last"" Years .

Taught/Oot'Taugh

Recent hours of university credit Affected tea4r.re,

spouses. as. to whether they had taught 'six questionnaire tasks.

"Get a loan" showed the following.variation:: 04 hours,'66 7%;
. .

4.15 houric, 74%06-30 'hours,'67%; and:over 30ihours,182.6%,:

TeaChing strengths for "select and arrange home furnj.shings"

freflected 0 -3 11ours.,,0.9%;.4-15hours, 69.6%;: 16-30 hours,

75 3%4 and over 30 hdurs-,77.9%, ':"Buy insuri,u,ce",had'a dif!.

.ference of 79.4% for teachers with over 30 hours as,compaked t

67,21 for. those with 0 -.3 hours.. Variations for "maintain*

pleasant- home atmosphere" were framl$6.3% for:the .4-15 hours

group.to,74.6% for'Oe'0.-3.hours, :group; Similarly, the range

for "use cred1t wisely" was from 84.1% for 0-3 hours .to 95.7%

for-more than; 30 hipurs. .This was also true'f,or'"balence* a

checkbook," as responso's rose from 68.39 0=»3 hours.to.

vivo'

79'.7% for. more than 30 GenerallY, recent hours .of
(

university'oredit.tended. to ricrease- Ithe rbquency 'of tasks

being .taught. (he Table Xj

`."

0

37

o.



FABLE X.: Frequencies ofjapka:Waug4 and Nt. Taught .

ACcording to Teaciers' libiarsof University.Credit
.1

, .

Beyond the.BachelOes Degree ih.the Last Five 'rears:

Task

0

Not
Credits Tau ht Tau ht T tat

Get a loan

2. Make res ensible

CommuniAtdeffecU.vely
with family members'

Make a budget based on
income

Choose toys for children'

Repair or Leiter clothing

I

Launder clothes
,

Maintain persons& ygiene
and grooming

9. Buy household goods

a

0-3*

4-15
16 -30
over 30

42
91
55

0-3 , 64
4-15' 128
16-30 oh .82

over 30 70

0-3 60
4-15 123
16-30 76
over` 30 60

0-3 .55

4-15 108
16-30 75.

over 3.0 61

0-3 57
4-15 . 108
16-30 .`72

over 30. 57.

0-3 51
4-15 102
16-30 67 ".
over qo 55

I.

4 0 -3' 57
4-15 108.
16-30 /0
over 30 5.6

0-3
4-15 .L21

,16.730 78
over'30 63-

54
.4. 11.2

16-30 :73
,oVer30, 57

21
32
26
12

63
123
81
69

1'. 65
0 '128
1 83
0 70

5 65
5
6

128
82-"

103 `71

64
20 128
9 84
9'; 70

65
280 126
11 83
11. 68

14 65
24 126.

16 83
14 6g-

5
19 127-
11 81
13 6.9

2 66
8, 129
5. '83

5 '4)8,
.

'10 64.
16 '128

8' 81
10 6:7



'Table X Continued

tiot

Ta/-------------PS--------L-r-----------Cr" ht 2414.8111.2111'
10. Choose clothing for .self 0-3

'Et'rld other's . 4-15
1630

'.elver 30

11. Handle' family crises
,

.. 0

12. 'Select hoUsing

13. Select and arrange home
furnishings

1 P

14. Make a home more energy'
efficient

//f

15. Maintain. ideal weight
.

.

16, Chao
'out

se wisely when eating

. 17. Serve attractive meals

Maintain yard atj garden

19, Entertain in the home
A

Ml

*Data not available

0-'.
41.5
16-30
over 30

6-3
.

A-15
.16-30.
over jg

44

50
46

44
98
66
53

29

.2\2

21 65
28 126
18' 84 "-

15, 68

7/p

128
79.

68.

'0 -3 39 25
-4-15 : 87 '3.8

16 -30 61. 20
over 30 53 .15

0-3 48
4-15 .99 27,

16-30 62 . 21'.

over 30 55, 14

0-3 , .9

4-15 113 15
16 -30 \ 75 9
over 30 62 .8

0-3 4.4 20
4-15 89 3'8_
16-30 51 31
over 30 41 28

0-3 66 0
4-15 123 5
16-30 . 79 .4,

over 30 65 3

0-3 6
'4-15 8'.

16-30 7.

over 30. 6

55
113

58

0-3 48 17
4-15 92'. .3,4-

16-30 .59' '22
°vet 30. n51. 16,

64

8'1

68.

66
.126
83
69.

66 .

:128
84
36.

64
127
82,
69

66
128
83.
68

61
121
77
64

6
126
81
67

S.



Table. X Continued

Task

20. Buy,insurance

1.7

. 0 Not
Credits Tau0t Taught. Total

0-3 41 . 20
t

612
,4-15 85 39 4-124

. %

16-30 56 25 81
over. 30 54 ' 14 '. 68-

.

e-le'

..
.

,
.

21'. Read and understand,a: 55 9 64
.warranty,

,
4-15 106 22 1,28',

s 16-30 70. 12. 82
over 30 63 6. 69

22. Select suitable child care ,0 -3 52 .* 12 64
4-15 104 21 125'
.16-30' 66' 18 84

L- ' over 30. 57 1.1 . 68

, 23. Sew clothing 0-3 61 . 3 64
4-15 . 124 4 ," 128 .

0.7.30 . 80 4 .84
over- 10 67.' 2 69'

. ,

'24: Store food properly 0-3 65 L 66_
. , 4-15 123 5 128

16-30 '.79 5. .84

! over 30 .65 4 69
..

25. Clean and maintain a home .0-3 53 10 63
15 108. 12941

16-30 70. 82
over 3,0 59 8

ii/1

67

-

26. Discipline children 0-3 54 9: 63
appropriately 4-15 114 13 127.

16-30 69, 13 82
over 30-' 57 9 66

,0-3' 44 19 .63
and 'leisure '- . ' 4-15

.
i 94 34 1,28

16-30 60, 19 -79
over 30 45', ,. 23' 68

.^ 0 r

flan f t r9utine tacks 0-3 491, f 4 63
4:-15 06 "19 125
16 -3.0 19 81

' over 34' S 13 , 68

27. Plan time, for work, rest,

0 3
A-15 122
16-30 , 78
over 30 63

63

83
.67



',able X.Continued

Task -( Credits 'Tau ,.ht Tau ht Total

'30*.-' USe home coMputers 0-3 i 4 .59

.0 .L-30 '.. 6 .., ,75

-13 ) 12 113

over
.30. 4 ' 62

, ', , .

31. Evaluate convenience* foods. .b -3 60 '5 65
4.745' '108 21 129

, 16-30 75 9 84'
. .

.

1
over 30 62 6. 68

63.
125.
81
66

.32. Maintain pleasant home.
4 atmosphere '

33.

. .

0-3' c.47 16 63
4-15 ,107 17; 124'

16-430 69 -1-34(' 82
over 13 53 15 68

g

.56 7 '63
119 9 128
78 5 83
64 5 69

'53 10 '63
1113 15 t 128

71 13 .8:4

66
3'

69

Devel4 a _positive outlook 01-3
on life 4-15

16-30
over 30

v.

0-3
4-15
16-30'
over 30

34. Use credit ,wisely

35. Balance 0 checkbook 0-3 43 . 20 6.3

4-15 , 90 38 128
16.:30" 62. 21 83
,over, 30' 55 ',V 69

tsh

361 Prepare nutritious .meals 0-3 ', 65 0 65
4-15 125 3 128
16-30. 79 13 84
over '36 68 1 69

3,7., I Read label; 0-3 64 2 66'
4-15 126 3 129

. ,

16-30. 82 1
.

83
over 30 , 69

38. Manage sex responsibly.

0 69

0-3 26 3.6. 62
.4-15 61 .64 125
'16-30 37 44 81
3-over 30 32. 36 68

39.. Set .long- and short term 0-3 . 5.7 7 64.
goals. 4a15 in 7 129.

16-30
. 78 6 ' 84

over 30 68 . 1. 69



Table X Condinued

Task Credits Tau ht Tait ht Total'

40. Cafe for infants and young' 0-3. 59 4- 63-
children 4-15 121 7 .128

A 16-30 77 7 . 84
I

over 30 64 5. .69

41, Make decisions about 0-3 47 .17 64:
4-15 105 24 129
16-30. 68 15 83
over 30 55 12 67

.
.

4.2. Practice good health habits 0 -3 63 '1. 64
4-15 124 5 129 .

'. 16-30 79 , 5 '84.
)

over 30 65 4' 4 69.,

marriage

N = 357

41

9

at

42
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'"35

N6eded/NOt Needed
*

The effect ofrecent hours of. university credit was seem

for:unit.threequestionnaire tasks. "Choose wisely when eating

out" reflected variability as.854% with 0-3 hours, 96.9% witi

4-15.hours, 90.2% with 16-30 hours, and 138.4%. with more. than

.30,hours listed this task as needed. The difference to "main-

tain yard and,gardeW fell between 52.5% with 0.,3 hours of

credit and 71.9% with 4-15 flours of 'credit noting this task as

needed. Y cor "use home computers," the ge was from 74.6% rdith.

0-3 hours of cAdit to 90.9%. with more than. 30 hours. (See

Table XI.)

St

I

I
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TABLE.XI: F4requeilcies of Tasks Needed and Not Needed,

According to Teachers.' Hours of University Credit

Beyond"the Bachelor's Degree in the Last Five Years

36,

4Task

1. Get a loan

et

No
Credits 'Needed Needed Total

0-3 57
4-15 119
16-30 79
over' 30 69

,

2.- Make responsible decisions 0-3 65

4-16 128
16-30 82
over 30 70

Communicate effectively with. 0-3 65
-family members 4-15 127

. 16-30 82
ovelf 3 , . 70

. 0
Make a budget based on 0-3 64
income 4-15 128

16-30 e ,83
oveti,4 70

.Choose toys for children 0-3 65
4-15 124
.16-30 82

6. Repair or alter clothing

7.. Launder clothes

over 30 67

0-3, 64
4-15 125
16-30 82
over 30 69

0-3- 64
---4-15 120

16-30' 79
, . over 30 66

Maintain personal hygiene 0-3 66
,and, grooming, 4-15 126

"16-30 81
over 30 67.

9. Buy household goods 0-3 61
4-15 127
16-30 80
over 30 67

6

4

2

0 ,

0

lb

63
123
81'
69

65
0 128'
1 83
0 70

0' 65
1 128 .

0 82
Q 70

0' ,. 64
0 128
1 84
0 70

0 65
4 128
1 83

.68

1 , 65

1 126
1 83
0 69

1 65
7 127
2 8i
3 69 t.

0 66
3 129

' 2 83
1 .68

3 64
1 , 128
1 81
0 '67

,



Table XI Continued

Tasks

37 '.

Credits Needed Nened Total

tO. Choose clothing for self
and others

0-3
4-15
16-30
oven 30

11. Handle family crises 0 -3 63 1 '64
4-15 1%; 1 128
16-30 78 1 79
over 30 ,68 0 68

12: Select hoUsing 0-3 64 1 65
4-15 123 3 126
16-30 82 2 84
over 30 6.8 0 68

13. Select and arrange home 0-3 '62 2 64
furnishings. 4-15 120 5, -125

16-30 79 2 81
over 30 68 0 68

14. Make a home more. energy '0-3 6.6 0 r 66-
efficient 4 -15 126 0 126

16-30 :'' 80 3 83
over 3D 69 0' 69

15. Maintain ideal weight 0-3 64 2 66
4-15 126 2 128
16-30 84 0 84

.. over 30 69 1 70

16. Choose wisely when eating 0-3 55 9 64
outs '4-15 123 4 127

16-30 74 8 82

r
over 30 61 8

.
69

17. Serve attractive meals 0 -3 66 0 66
1 4-15 128 0 128

16-30 '81 ? 83
over 30 68 0 68

,

18. Maintain' yard and garden 0-3 32 29 '61
87 34 121,4-15

16 -30 48 29 77
ovet 30 40 .24 64

EntertAin in the home 073 61 4 65
4-15 115 11, 126
16-30 75 6 81
over 30 65 2 67

*Data not available'

45
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Table XI Continued

t'asks

38

20. Buy.insurance

Not
Credits Needed. Needed Total

0-3 57
4-15 '121
16-30 81
over 30 67

N

21. Read and understand a 10-3 '64
warranty 4-15 128

16-30 82
over 30 69

22: Select suitable child care 0-3 63
4-15 123
16-30 83

0 over 30 67

23. Sew clothing 0-3 61
4-15 127

83
ovE41. 30 69,

16-30

24. Store food properly 0-3, 66
4-15 128
16;30 .' 83
over 30 .69

25. Clean and maintain a home 0-3 60
4-r5 126
16-30 82
over '30 67

26. Discipline children 0-3 63
appropriately 4-15 127

16-30 81
over 30 .66

27. Plan time for work, rest, 0-3 59
and leisure 4-15 123

16-30 75

28. Plan for routine. tasks

29. Select clothing

4

3

'0'

61
124
,BI

1 68

0 64
0 '128
0 ) 82
0' .69

.

1 64
2 125
1 '84

.1 68

3 64
1 128
1 84

. 0 i9

0 66
0 128
1 84
0 a t9

3 66
3 129
0 82
0 67

0 63
0 127
1 82

M 0 ' 66

4 63
5 128
4 79

.over 30 65 S 68

0 -3 59
4 -15 120
'6730 75
over 30 64

0-3. 63
4-15 .126
16-30 81
over '30 67

4 63
5 125
6 '81

4 68

0 63
1 127
2 83
0 67



11.able.XI Continued.
.

.44'

39

Tasks iCredits Needed
Not
Needed Total

/

30. Use home compUters 0--3 k7 16' 63
,. 4-15 110 15 125

16-30 70 11 81

31.
h,

Evaluate convenience foods

over 30

0-3

.60

65

6

0

66

65
4-15 128 1 129
16-30. 82 2 84
over 30 .67\- 1 68

32. Maintain pleasant home 073 62
d.

1' 63
atmosphere 4-15 123 1 '' 124

16=5.0 79 3 82
over 30 66 2 68

33. Develop a positive outlook 0-3 .62 1 63
on life 4-15 128 0' 128

16-30 82. 1 83
over,30 69 0 69

.
.

34. Use credit wisely 0-3 62 1 63
'4-15 126 2 128
16-30 83 .1 84
over 30 69 0. '69

35. Balance a checkbook, 0-3 , 61 2 63
4-15' 123 5 128
16-30 82 1 83
over 30 69 0 69

36. Prepare nutritious meals 0-3 65 .0 65
4-15 128 0 128
16-30 83 1 '84
over 30 69 69

37e' Read labels 0-3 66 0 66
4-15 129 0 129
16-30 82 1 83
over 30 69 0 69

38. Manage sex responsiblf 0-3 59 3 62
4-15 121 4 125
16-30 78 3 _ 81
over 30 68 0 68

39. Set long- and short-term 0-3 63 1 64
goals 4-15 129 0 129

16-30 84 0 84
over 30 69 0 69.

47
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Table XI Continued

Task.
IVot

Credits Needed Nipded Total

40. Care for infants and young
children

41. Make decisions about
marriage

42. Practice good health 'habits

. N1= 357

0-3. 63 0 63
4-15 127 1 128
16-30 . 84 0 84
over 30 of 69 69

0-3 63' 1 64
4-15 127 2 129-
16-30 .82 1 .83
over 30 67 0. 67

0-3 *64 0 64
4-15 1.29 0 129
16-30 83 1. 84
over 30 68 1 69
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Analy.sis by. Years of Experience as a Home Economies Teacher

Taught/Not Taught F

41

The length of /experience as. a home economics teacher affected

participants' responges to twelve of the questiOnnaire tasks.
1,

Generally the tr nd. was that greater experience caused teachers to

.list tasks as to ght more frequently.. Items following this trend

were "communicate effectively with family members" (range 85.5 %. -

97.1 %), "choose toys for children" (range 76.6% - 88.5%), "by

household goods" (range .83.1% 95.4%), "maintain ideal weight"

(range'79.5% - 93.4%), "entertain in the home" (range 64.1% - 79%),

"buy insurance" (range 61.3% 77.1%), "plan time for work, rest,

and leiaure" (range 63.4% - 80%), "plan for.routine,tasks' (range

74.4% 86.2%), "evaluate convenience foods" (range 821% 92.6%),

"maintain pleasant home atmosphje" (range 73.7% -'87.4%), "develop

a positive outlook on life" (range 82% - 98.5%), and "manage sex

responsibly"(rangt37.8% - 50.8%). (See Table XII.)

Needed/N9t Needed

The number of years as a home economics teacher influenced

the,ne'ed perceived by respondents for only "maintaining yard and

garden." 64% who had taught 1-5 years felt the task was needed

as compared to 9%/for teachers with 6-10 years of experiencee

50.3% for Leachers with 11-15 years of experience, and 71.2% for

teachers with more than 15 years of experience. (See Table XIII.).

4J
It
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TABLE .X[l : Frequencies of Tasks Taught and Not Taught

According to Teachers' Years of Experience

As a biome Economics Teacher

Years of Not
.rqj)RgacerienceTauhtTauhtTotai.

S

1. 4t a loan

2. Make responsible decisions

3. Communicate effectively
with family members

4. Make a budget based on
income

5.. Choose toys for children

6. Repair or alter clothing

7. Launder clothes

8. Maintain personal hygiene
and grooming

9. Buy household goods

1-5 50
6-10. 60
11-15 45
over 15 91

1-5 77'

6-10 . 81
.11-15 69

over 15 122

1-5 65
6-10 79

'11-15 .67

over 15 113

1-5 67
6-10 73
11-15 59
over 15 105

175 59
6-10 65
11-15 55
over 15 99

1-5 66
6-10
11-15

70
54

over 15 105

1-5 59
6-10 71
11-15 59
over 15 108

1-5 73
6-10 78
11-15 64
over 15 116

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

64
71
'62

104

th)

25
4475

21 81
21 . 66
28: 119

0 77
2 .83
0 69
0 122

11 .76

5 84 ,

2 69
8 221

10 77
11 8401

10 69
16 121

18 77
11 82

. 9 68
14 122

18 77
18 83
12 67
22 121

12 78
12 82
12 66
17 122

4 77
4 82
5 69
7 121

13 77,
12 83-'
-3 65
17' 121



Tire 411 Continued

Task
`Yais of. I Not

Experience Taught Taught Total

10. Choose clothing for self
and others

11.E Handle family Crises ,-,

m ,

12. ,Select housing
4

.'13. Select and arrange home
furnishings

14. 'Make a home more energy
efficielit

15. Maintain ideal weight
.

. . .

w . I..

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

1-5
6-10

. 11-15 .

over 15

1-5
6-10
11-15

.

over 15

1-5
6 -10

11-15
over 15

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

0-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

16. Choose wisely, when eating 1-5
out A

. 6-10

I

x.

17. Serve attractive.meals 1-5
-1 Y 1 78

6-10 180 3 83
11-15 66 3 69r

over,15 115 5 120
if

'i
18.

it

*11-15`
over 15

50 25 75
. 57 4 24 81

46 21 67
i 80 41 121

62 . 15. 77
58 425 83
50 18. 68
94 26 120

52 24 76
56 27 83
46 20 66
89' 29 118

58 18 76
61. 22 83
53 16 69
96 25 121

- 62 16 78
73 11 84
63 7 70'

113 8 121

44 33 77
50 34 68
90 28 118
40 23 63

19.

Maintain'yard and garden 1-5 9

6-10 4

11-15 3

over 15 11

EntertAn in the home 1-5 50
. 6-10 60

11-15 49,
over 15 94

*Data not available
t'

66 75
77 81
58 61

100 111

28 7.8

22 82
16 65
25 119
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Table XIICohtinued

44

Task
ears o got.

Experience

20. Buy. insurance 1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

k
21. 'Read and understand a 1-5

wat-raaty 6-10
11-15
over 15.

22. Select suitable child care 1-5
., ' A. iiir" 6-10

1wAm.-11-15
over 15

23. Sew clothing 1-5
6-10

0 11-15
. . over 15r1

24. Store food properly

25. Clean and maintain a home

. _.

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

26. , Discipline children 1-5
effectively 6-10

11-15
over 15

27. Plan, time for work, rest, 1-5
and leisure 6-10

11-15
over 15

28. Plan for routine tasks 1-5
6410
11-15
over 15

29. 'Select clothing 1-5
, 6-10

11-15
over 15,.

Taught Taught Total

46
57
45
91

29
23
21
27

75
80
66

118

64 13 77
72 10 .82
58 10 , 68

105 16 121

.61 16 77
68 15 83

V 14 67
99 20 119

74 3 77
81 3 84
66 2 68

11,5 6 121

16 2 78
.79 5 84
67 2 69

115 6 121

. 65 12 77
68 15 83
57 8 65,

104 17 121

63 13 76
71 12 83
58 1 65

105 15 120

55 22 77
52 30 82
52 13 65
88 31 119

60 17 77
61 21 82

'56 9 65
97 21 118

71 5 76
78 6 84
62 3 65

113 7 120
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'Table XII Continued
Years of ot

Task Experience
ht

Taught Total

30. Use hOme computers

31. Evaluate convenience/foods

1-5
6-10 .

:11-15
over 15 .

1-5
6-1Q
11-15
over .15

32., Maintain pleasant home '1 5
atmosphere . 6-10

11-15
over 15

33. Develop a positive outlook, 1-5
on life 6-10

11-15
over .15

34. Use credit wisely

35. Balance a checkbook

36. Prepare nutritious meals

37. Read labels

38. Manage sex responsibly

39. Set long- and short-term
,goals-

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

1-5'
6-10
11-15
over 15

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

7 69. .

10 70
2 65
7 109

56,..- 20
61 16
54 10

104 15.

64 13
80 4 ,

61 -6

117 4

64 13
75 9

58 10
110 10 '

57 20 77
59 25
53 15
82 37

./176 1

82 2

68 1

116 5

67 11
69. 15 ,

63 5

111 10

76 2

83 1

68 1

19 2

76
80
67

116

78
Ci

121

76
483
64
119.

77
84
67

121

77
84
68
120

84
68

119

77
84
69

121

78
84
69.

121

1-5 42 77
6-10 31 51 ' 82
'11-15 32 33 65
over 15 60 58 118,

I

1,5 72
, 6-10 81

11 -15 62
over 15 115

3

5 .77

3 84
6 68
7 122



Table XII Continued

Task
Years o
Experience Taught.

Not
Taught

40. Care for infants and 1-5 71 6
young children 6-10 81 3

11-15 61 6

11-7\
over 15 111 10

41. Make decisions.. about 1-5 57 20
marriage 6-10 66 17

11-15 .53 13
over 15 105 17

42. Practice good health habits 1-5 73 4
,,

6-10 80 4

11-15 63 '5
over 15 120 2

N = 357

n.

I

U44

46

Total

77
84

iltd 67
L21

77
83'

66
122

77
84
68

122

4



TABLE N111; Frequencies of Tasks Needed and Not Needed

&cording to Teachers' Years of EfTterience

As a Home Economics Teacher

Task

1. Get a loan

2. Make responsible decisions

3. Communicate effectively.:
. with family members

.,

4. Make a budget based on
income

5. Choose toys for children

6. Repair or alter clothing

Launder clothes

8. Maintain personal hygiene
and, grooming

Buy household goods

47

Yeats of
Ex erience Needed

Not
Needed *Total

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

73
78
60
117

2

3

6

2

75
81
66

119

1-5 77 0 77
6-10 82 1 83
11-15 69 0 69
over 15 122 0 122

1-5 75 1. ,76.

6-10 84 0 84
11-15 69 0 69
over 15 121 0 121

1-5 -77 . 0 77
6-10. 83 1 84
11-15 69 0. 69
over 15 121 0 121

-5
-10

.74
81

3

1

77
82

11-15 68 0 68
over 15 120 2 122.

1-5- 77 0 77
6710 81 2 83
11-15 67 0 67
Over 15 120 1 121

1-5 76_ 2 78
6-10 78 4 82
11-15 63 3 66
over 15 117 5 122

1-5 76 1 77
6-10 82 0 82

-* 11-15 66 3 , 69
over 15 121 2 123

1-5 : 75 2 77
6-10 80 3 83
11-15 64 1 65
over 15 121 0 121

.



Table XIII Continued

Task

10. Choose clothing for self
and others

11. .Hand4e family crises

12. Select housing

13. Select and arrange home
furnishings

14. Make a home more energy
efficient

15. Maintain ideal weight

ibb

16. Choose wisely when eating
out

17. Serve attractive meals

18. Maintain yard and garden

19.. Entertain. in the home

*Data not available

ears of Not
xperienc.e Needed Needed Total

1-5
6-10

over 5

*

1-5
'6 -10

11-15
over 15

. 74
81
67

11,9

1

0

0

2

75 4"

81
67
1

1-5 76 1 e 77.\''

6-10 80 3' 83'
11-15 66 2 08
over '15 '120 0 120

1L5 74 2 '76
6-10 80 3 83
11-15 62 4

,over 15 117 1 1 8

1-5 76 0 ' 76
6-10 82 1 83
11-15 68 1 69
over 15 120 1 121

1-5 75 3 78
6-10 - 82 2 84
1 -15 70' 0 70

over 15 121' 0 121

1-5 . 69 8 77
6-10 74 10 84
11-15 61 7 68
over 15 113 5 118

1- 77
.

1 78
6-10 82 , 1 83
11-15 69 0. 69
over 15 '120 ,

..'

0 120
i

1 -5 48 27 75
6-10 . 51 30 81
11-15 31 30 61
over 15 79 32 ill

1-5 '71 7 78
6-10 7.7 o 5 82
11-15 57 . 8 65
over 15 114 5 11.9



Table X111 Continued

Task

Buy Olsutance

Read and understaud a
Idarranty,

Years of
Experience

1-5
6-10
11-15
over 15

1-5
6-10

Needt

75
75
63

117

7/
82

TRot
Needed

0

5

3

1

0

0

20..

21.

11-15 67 1

over 15 121 0

22. Select suitable child care 1-5 77 0

6-10 80 3

11-15 66 1

over 15 118 1

23. Sew clothing 1-5 74 3

.
6-10 84' 0

11-15 67 1

over 15 120 1

24. Store ,food properly 1-5 78 0

6-10 83 1

11-15 69, 0

over 15 121 0

\ .

25. Clean and maintain a home 1-5 75 2

6-10 81 2

11-15 64 1

over 15 120, 1

26. Discipline children 1-5 75 : 1

appropriately 6-10 83 0

11-15 64 1

over 15 120 0

27. Plan time for work, rest, 1-5 72 5.
and leisure '6-10 78 4

11-15 61 4

over 15 116 3

281 Plan for routine tasks 1-5 71 6

6-10 76 6

11-15 62 3

over 15 11.4 4

29. Select clothing 1,L5 76 0

6-10 82 ,2
. 11-15 63 2

over. 15 170 0

49

Total

75
80
66

118

77

(k
.121

77
83
67

119

: 17
84
68
121

78
84
69

121

77
83
65
121

76
83
65

120

77
82
65
119

77
82
65

118

76
84
65
120
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Table X111 Continued

Task
Year of
Experience Needed

Not
Needed

*/,..

Total

30. Use home computers 1-5 64 1.2 76
'6-10' 70 10 80
11-15 55 12 67
over 15 101 Lb 116

31. Evaluate convenience foods 1-5 78 0 1 78
6-10 83 1 84
11-15 66 2 68
over 15 120 1 121

32. Maintain pleasant home 1-5 73 3 76
atmosphere .' .6-10 '81 2 83

11-15 61 3 64
over 15 119 NO , 119

33. Develop a positive outlook 1-5 75- 2 77
on life 6-10 84 0 84

11-15 66 1 67
over:15 121 0 121

34. Use credit wisely 1-5 77 0 77
6-10 81 3 . 84
11-15 67 1 . 68
over 15 120, 0 120

35; Balance a checkbook. 1-5 75 2 /77
6-10 80 4 84
11-15 66 2 68
over 15 119 0 19

36. Prepare nutritious meals' 1-5 77 0 77
6 -10 E3 1 .84
11-15 69 0 69
over 15 121 0 121

37. Read labels 1-5 1 78 0 78
6-10 83 1 84
11-15 69 0 69
over 15 121 0 121\

33. Manage sex responsibly 1-5 76 1 77
6-10 79 3 82
11-15 ,64 1 65
over 15 112 6 118

39. Set long- and short-term 1-5 77 0 77
goalti 6-10 84 .0 84

11-15 67 1 68
4 over 1.5 122 0 122



Table XIII. Continued(

*.

51

,

Task
ears.°

Experience

,

Needed
Not
Needed Total

Sit
A.

40. 'Care or' inf Ants and 1-5 77, 0 77
young children 6-10 83 1 84

11-15 66 1 67
Aver 15 121 0 121

41. Make decisicons about 1-5 76 1 77
marriage 6-10 81 2 83

11-15 '65 1 66
over 15 122 0 122

'42. Practice good health habits 1-5 77 0 77
6-10 82 2 84
11-15 68 0 68
over 15 122 0 122

1\1 357.

4
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Anolysis Geosraphic 'Location

Taught/Not Taught

The parish in which participants taught did not substantially.

affect questionnaire responses. only one case was a slight

difference noted. For, "Repair or alter clothing," 71% of the

'teachers from the seven southwestern Louisiana parishes utilized

in the original student study Idisted it as taught while 81.8% of

the respondent from the rest of the state felt it had been taught.

Because of the similarity of responses. throughout the entire state,

state wide teacher responses were deemed equivalent for use in

comparison to the data obtained from a seven parish area in the

original study. (See Table XIV.)

Needed/Not Needed

Once again only one 'task showed any differences based on

geography. "Maintain yard acid garden" was lisped as needed by

54.4% of the teachers from the southwestern parishesiiii65.6%

of the teachers statewide. (See Table XV.)

011

.4
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TABLE XIV: Frequencies of Tasks Taught and Not Taught

According to Teachers' Geographic Location

Task

1. Get a loan

Make responsible
decisions

Communtrate effec-.
tiVely with family
members

Make a budget based
on income

5. Choose toys for
children

6. Repair or alter
clothing

Launder clothes

8. Maintain personal.
hygiene and grooming.

9. Buy household gupds

10. Chooseclothing for
self acid 'others

11. Handle family crises

12. Select housing

130 Select and arrange
home furnishings

14, Make,a home -mare
energy efficient'

1.5. Maintain.ideal weight

16. Choose wisely when
eating, out

Not
Parish ,Taught Taught Total

1.
`7 southwestern 45 15 60
,,other. 201 79 280

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

63
285

55
268

0

2

7

19
.

7 southwestern 55 7
other. . 248 40

7 southwestern 57 7
other 239 45.

/ southwestern 44 18
other 233 52

7 southwestern 55 .8 "

other 239 44

7 southwestern '59 4
other 271 16

7 southwestern 50 10

7 southwestern 59 3
other 26,9 15'

7 southwestern 44 16
r. other 1'88 96

7 southwestern 48 , 14
other 215. 70

7 southwestern 44 15
Other 198 85

7 southwestern 51 11
other 215 71 ,

7 wouthwestern 56 8
other 254 34

7 southwestern 40 23'

other. 189 94

61,

63
287

62
287

62
288

64
284

62
285

63
283

63
287

.60

62
284

60
284

62
285

59
283

62
286

64
288

63
283
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Table XIV Continued

Task Parish
Not'

54-

4.

Taught Taught Total

17. Serve attractive
meals

1

18. 'Ma ntain yard and
ga den ,

19. Entertain in the home

20. Buy insurance

21. Read and understand
a warranty

22. Select suitable child
care

23. Sew, clothing

24. Store food properly

25. Clean and maintain
a home

26. Discipline children °
appropriately

27. Plan time fur work,
rest, and leisure

28. PlanJdt routine.
tasks

29. ,.Select clothing

30. Use home computers

f

31. Evaluate convenience
foods

32. iMaintain pleasarit
home atmosphere

33v Develop positive
outaQ )fl)n life

7 southwestern 60
other

7 s'outhwestern
other

7 southwestern
other. ,

7 southwestern
ther

7 uthwestern
othe

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other,

7 southwestern
other.

7 southwestern
other

3 63
275 9 284

4 -53 57
22 248 270

'41 '20 61
213 69 .282

40 20 60
197 81 278

54 63
243 41. 284

52 10 '62
228 5 283

59
276

59.

277

4 63
10 286

5 64
10 287.'

54 A 8 62
238 45 283

7 southwestern 53 7 60
other . 242. 40 282

7 southwestern 39 20 59
other 208. 75 283

7 southwestern 4 '49 13 62
other -223

7 southwestern 56
267other

7 southwestern
other ,

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

62

56 279

24 256

60
284

58
280

53 10 63
256' 31 287

47 11 58
232 5.1 283

59,. 4 63
261 23 284



Taile XIV CotitinUed

Task I Parish Taught
Not

Tagght Total

34. Use credit wisely 7 southwestern 53 8 61
.other .253 34 287

'0

35. Balance a checkbook 7 southwestern '40 14 62
other 202 83 285

36. Prepare nutritious 7 southwestern 60 4 .64
meals other 281 5 286

37. Read labels .7 southwestern 61 3 64
other 285 3 288

38. Manage sex 7 southweqtern 24 -37 61
responsibly other '135 145 280

39. Set long- and short- 7 southwestern 60#: 4 64
term goals othex 269 17 .286

40. Care for infants and 7 southwestern 59 4 63
young children

. other 264 21 285

41.. Make de.d'isions about 7,southwestern 45 17 62
marriage oeher 234 51 285

42. practicu good health 7 southwestern 58 6 64
habits other' 277 9 286

N ---- 357



TABLE XV: Frequencies of Tasks Needed and'Not Needed

According to Teachers' Geographic Location

AN,t

Task
Not

Parish Taught Taught Total

1. Get .a loan

2. Make responsible
decisions

3. Communicate effec-
tively with family
members

5

6

7

8

9

Make a budget based
orrincome

Choose toys for
children

. Repair or alter
clothing

'Launder clotheS

. Maintain personal
hygiene and grooming

. Buy household goods

10. 'Choose clothing for
self and others

11. Handle family crises'

12.' Select housing

13. Select and arrange
home furnishings

14. Make a home more
energy efficient

15. 'Maintain-ideal weight

16. Choose wisely when
eating out

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

56
271

63
286

62
286

4

9

0

1

0.

1

60
280

63
287.

62
287

7 southwestern 62 0 62
other 287 1 '288

7 southwestern 64 0 64
other 278 6 284

7 southwestern 61 1
.other .283 2 285

7 southwestern 61 2 63
other 2710 12 283

7.southwestex 61 2 63
other 283 4 287

:7 south' estern .59 1 60
other 280 5 285

7 southwestern 62i 0 . 62
Other 283- 0 1 284

7 southwestern 58 2 60
other 283 1 284

7 southwestern. 62 0 62
crther 279 6 285

7' southwestern 58 1 59
other 274 .9 283

7 southwestern
other

61 ,

284
1

'2
62

286

7 southwestern- 62 2 64
I.other 285' 3 288

7 southwestern 57 6 63
other 259 24 283



A

t.

Table X V Continued

Tqsk

57

17., Serve attractive
meals

18. Maintain yard,And
garden'

19. "Entertain in the
home

204. Buy insurance

21r Read and understand
A warranty

22. Select suitable
child care

23. Sew clothing

24. Store food properly

0

25. /Clean and maintain 'a
home'

26. Discipline children
appropriately

27 0' Plan time for work,
rest, and leisure

28. Plan for routine
tasks

29. Select clothing
0

30. Use. home computers

31, hlvaluate convenience
foods

'32.' Maintain pleasant
hoine atmosphere.

33. Develop positive
outlook ion life

Parish
Not

Taught Taught Total

7 southwestern
'other

7 southciestern
other

63
284

, 31 ,

177...

7 southwestern 57
other 262

7,southwestern. 5,7

other 272

7 southwestern 63
other 283

7 southwestern 61
other 279.

7 southwestern 61
other 128

7 southwestern 64
other 286

7 southwestern 61
other 27.8

7 southwestern ,59
othgr 281

7 southwestern 54
other 272

7 southwestern 58 1

other 264

7 southwestern 60//
other 280'

7 southwestern 45
other 243

7 southwestern 63,
-other . 283

7'southwestern 57
other 276

7 southwestern 62
other 282

0 63
2 '286

26 57
93 270

4 61
20 282

3

.6

0

1

60
278

63
284

1 62
4 283

2 63
3 286

0 y 64
1 .287

1 i 62
51. . 283

60
282

/ 5 59
11:1 283

4 62
15 279

0 '60.
4 28.4

13 58

37 280

0 63
4 287

1 58
7 283

1 63
2 .284

,



Table XV Continued

TaSk Parish

34. Use credit wisely

a5. Balance a cheOkkbook

,r

36. Prepare nutritious4 meals

37.

38.

39.

40.

Read labels

Manage, se
responsibl

Set long- dnd short-
term oals

Care for infants and
young'children

41.. Make decisions about
marriage.

42.i Pr ctice good health
ha is

N = 357

0

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other'

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other

7 southwestern
other,

66

Not
Taught 'Taught, Total

61
287

62
285

64
286

288

61
280

61 0

283 4

61 1

278 . 7

64' 0

285 1

'64 0

287 1

56 5

274. 6

64 0

285 1

63 0

283 2

60 2

283 2

63 1

- 64
28.6

63
285

62
285

64
286
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I
Comparison of Teacher and Student Responses

Taught/Not Taught

Although research has shown that there ,exists great

4
opportunity for discrepancy between what teachers feel they

have taught and what studentS perceive as having been presented
S

to them, the results.of this study suggested that thepartici-

pating teachers did: a good job pf.getting their message. across

to students. Lists compiled of the ten most frequently taught

tasks for teachers and for students shows eight task's:in

common: "make .responsible decisions," "re.aV labels," "prepare

nutritious meals," "serve attractive meals," " store food

properly," "sew clothing," "practice,good health habits,"

and "maintain personal hygiene and grooming." (See table XVI.)

Teachers did express more strongly than studenitsthat "set

long, and short-term goals" and "choose clothing for self. and

others" had been taught. Similarly students registered higher

frequencies for "repair or alter clothing" and "care for infts

and }rating children."
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TARLEIXVI: ComparisolVof Consumer and Homemaking Tasks

Most Frequently Listed by .Teachers and Students as Taught

.60

*Make responsible decisions
*Redd labels
*Preparenutritious meals

. *Serve attractivu meals.
*Store.food properly
*Sew clothing
*practice good health habits
*Maintain pereonal hygiene and grooming
Set'rong- and short-term goals
Choose clothing for self and others

Studentsl

*Sew clothing
*Prepare nutritious meals
*Practice good health habits
*Maintain personal hygiene and grooming.
Repair or alter clothing
*Serve attractive meals
*Read.labp1S
*Make responsible decisions
*Store.food properly
Care for infants -and young children

*Present on both fists.

1
Daniel, Ellen and Barbara L. Stewart, "Consumer and

Homemaking Curriculum Analysis Bas4d on the Needs of Secondary
Graduates," Loulsiana Department of Eduction, 1983.



4

61

'Needed/Not Needed

Studer s and teachers,generally. agreed on which, tasks were

needed to be taught. Five skills/were shared by the top ten

rankings of the two groups of respond.ents. These were "make

responsible decisions," "repair or alter clothitg," "make a

home more energy efficient," "store food properay,"\and
'

"prepare niAtrittous meals." (See Table XVII.) Narrowly missing

top ten status. for the teachers but attaining it for students

were "make a budget based on income," sew clothing," "practice

good hpalth habits'," "use credit wisely," "care for'infantS and

young children," and "handle family crises." Students also

rated. "buy insurance" as highly needed while teachers viewed

its priority more moderately. Instead teachers emphasized

"communicate effectively with family members," "choose clothing

for self and others,',' "read label" "serve attractive m.0.51i

"read and understand a warranty," and."set long- and short-term

goals.,"

0 7.,

U

s

I



TABLE XV1i: Compattson.of ConsuMer and Homemaking Tasks

Most, reqUently Listed by Teachers and Students as Needed

Teachers

/*Make responsible decisions
Communicate effectively with family' memhers
*Repair or alter clothing,
Choose clothing for self and others

*Make a home more energy.efficient
'Store food properly
Read labels

-Gerve atbeactive meals
Read sand understand a warranty

*Prepare nutritious Meals'
Set long- and short-term goals

,
Stuuents

2

Make a budget based on income
Sew clothing

*Prepare nutrlOolous meals
*Repair or alter clothing
Practice good. health habits
Use credit wisely
Care for infants and young children

*Make responsible decisions.
*Stpre food properly
Handle family crises,
*Make a home.more energy efficient
Buy insurance

*Present on both lists.

a

4 1

.1

Ellen and. Barbara .L. 'Stewart, 19,83.
I..

7()*
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CONCLUSIONS

,

A'
The results of this study which examined home economicg

u.

eachers' perceptions `of consumer and homemaking tasks which
5

.needed to be taught and were taught and the 1983 study which,

investigated former home economics students' perceptions of

consumer and homemaking tasks which neededto be taught and

were taught combined to suggest that generally the, home ,ecoh-
,

omicscurricuium-in Louisiana is meeting ,the nee.444s of studentS.

.Former%students and teachers were very:closely matched

regarding:which tapks "they expressed most strongly neede4to.be
.

,

taught. In only one case did students rate a task aehiply

needed while teachers rated it more moderately. Students

.experienced a eeater need ,fov insurance buying skills than

teachers projected. Perhaps it would be wise to include

instruction-in,buyfhg insurance in the curriculum more fre-

quently.' Since student and teacher perceptions of need were

so similar this research proposed, the value of reinforcing these

elements within exi#ting curricula. These topics included

"make responsible decisions," "repair or alter clothing,",

"make ,a home more energy efficient," "store food, properly,"

apd,"prepare nutritious meals." (See Table,XVII0

Remarkable aonsistency between student and teacher

responses to .which topics had .been taught was evident.

Atthough.great potential.. existed for communication. gaps °

:,bi..q.Ween what teachers thought they 'had taught and .what: instruc-

t:ion studOit ras. having been pesented to them,' the

1

71
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data showed no such discropancy. Teachers were apparently
4

clear in their.instruction. Eight of the to ten tasks noted
1

as taught were the same- for both students and teachers. Simul-

ta0ously reported as taught most frequently were "make respon-

sible decisions," "read labels," "prepare nutritious meals,"

"serve attractive meals," "store food properly," l'sew clothing,"

"practice: andgood health habits," and "maintain personal hygiene

and grooming," (See Table XVI,)

Similarto the findings for student responses in the 19133

study,.teachers showed homogeneous perceptions of tasks needed

and taught./ In 'general teachers appeared to be teaching the

skills they'considered to be needed by students. Only three

of the tasks werehighly rated as needed but`pore moderately

regarded as taught. Perhaps appropriate inservice training is

required in the areas of "repair or Ater clothing," "make a

home more energy efficient" and "read and understand a warranty"

.to.enable teache'rs to more comfortably and capably include these
, .

topics in the .curriculum.

Three of the demographic variables did have an impact on

Ieachers*responses. GenerallY where te leVel of aft:seacher's

education did cause' eviations in the data it was.lound that

tasks were taught; more frequently by teachers, who had earned.

a master's.degvee'plus thirty or more hours of%credit. Similar-
,

ly it alas Oted:thit teachers with a greater number of ,hours of

,,university edit'ke,yond the-bathelor's degree AChieved within

the last: five years r6gtstered increased frequencifeof-tasks
44

4 I Ipvrceived as t :dughr. Likewise, as the

72

'length of evtrkenee as

4

'4
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At.

a home economics teacher increased the frequencies of tAsks

reported as taught also rose. 'This suggests that peillaps

additipwnal education and experience, allowed .teachers to cover

a greater diversity of topics.. Since length of service is a

relatively stable function of time focus could then be well

placed on 'promoting motivation .and opportunity for teachers to

attain additional. education.

In conclusiori, the findings of this study suggested that

Ainerally students and teachets were unified, in their per-

ceptions of which topics should be taughtin secondary home

economics classes.. Additi9nally the data showed that teachers

had clearly presented areas of instruction to their students

and.that students had retained during the period of:this study

an accurate cpncept of which areas had been covered The topics

which teachers recorded as needed were closely mat d to those

cited as' taught. This suggests that generally teachers were
V

meeting the curricular needs of students.

Minor adjustments to existing curricula andsflexibility

to meet future,4demands could be facilitated through inservice

training. The case for further education of teachers is

substantiated by the find,ings that,increased level of educatiori

-and hours of university credit beyond thebachelor's degree

caused, in some cases,, a greater propensity to teach more

I diversified. subjects..
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APPENDIX A

Cover Letter for Questionnaire.
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College 01 Agriculture
Schiol 14 Home It rtmornwti

dINI 231-6577

a

The University of Southwestern Louisiana
Lafayette, Lolllsiana .7004 I

January 16, 1984

'Dear Home Economics Teacher:
. ,

-Please share five minutes with us to complete the
enclosed questionnaire. Your responses will help us

,'know what is being taught.in Louisiana home economics
programs.

V Composite results will be shared with home
dlonomics teachers, throughout the state during th't
fall of 1984. :1

Thank you for you'r assistance..

j d

Enclosure

Sincerely,

Ellen Daniel, Ed.D.,

Associate Professor

C"
(://: j ; 4 ;/ 4 &

,

IiniVerStfr ilex .4CM1/01A

'Barbara L. SteWart, Ed.D.
DirectOr, School of Home Edonomics

O

6 7

?

0
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APPENDIX B

Questionnaire.

68
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Please. respond! to each ot the'following as they describe you at the end of this .

academic year.'

Education: 0 Rachel degree r/ Master's degree r/ Master's plus 30

'Hours of university credit beyond the Bachelor's degree in the last five, years:
.ty .

/./ 0-3 f/.4-15 ./ /.16-30 over 30

Years of experience as a home economics teacher:

/_/ 1-5 /7 6-10 /--/ 11 -15. 0 over 15 :

In which parish do you teach?

Did you teach in that parish during 1978 - 1982? 0 Yes r/ No

Listed below are tasks one may do as a homemaker. Please respond toeach7tAk twice.
(1) Check under needed if you feel students neekto_learn to do the.task. *Checknot
needed if. you feel students do not need to be taught this in home economics.
(2) Check under taught if you taught how to do the task in'any of your high school
home economics classes or not taught if not.

"!..'

,

Tasks
,

P..

Needed
Not

Needed Taught.

Not

Taught

1.
,

Get a loan

2. Make responSible decisions r

3. Communicate effectively with family members t----.N.

4. Make a budget based on income
.

5. Choose toys for children
.

,

h. Repair or alter.clothing

7. Launder clothes
%

.

8.
r

MaintaiA personal hygien'e and grooming

_.,
.

.

(

.

9. Buydkousehold goods
r

,

O. Choose clothing for self and others
.

1.

V.

1

Ilandle family .cries
.

,

. -

2.. Select housing
.

r

:̀. Select and arrange home furnishitigs
,

.

.

\

.

4. Make a home more energy efficient .
.

S. Maintain ideal weight'
'7 PY
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, ,../ .

/

. Tasks Needed

Not

Needed
v

Taught

, "ot

TaugLit

16. Choose wisely when eating out .

,

17. Serve attraceive gictals
.

18. Maintain yard and garden

19,..,

.

Entertain'in the home .

,

-20. Buy insurance
.

21. Read and understand a warranty

22.
.

Select suitable child care
.

23. Sew clothing

24. Store -food properly
. 1 .

25: Clean and maintain a home. .

_

.

. DisCipline children appropriately

27. Plan time for work, rest, and leisure - .

.
.

28. Plan for routine tasks ,,

'29. Select clothing
.

30. Use home computers -

_

31.

.

Evaluate convenience foods
.

.

12: MaintainTleasant home atmosphere \

33.

i

Oevelopa positive outlook on life
1 ,

.

34. Used credit wisely .

.

35. Balance a checkbook
,

4

-:36.

.
.

Prepare nuteitious meals

.

.

31. Read labels

18. Manage sex PgPOnSibly .
.

39. -Set long- and short-term goals
.4' ,

.......

40. Care for infants and young children ,

41. Make decisions libout marriage .

.

.

_

- 4,

.

42. P.rileticv good health habits
..-

4$

43." Other 7 Pleafili likit on back
' t

,:,,._
l,.'.....,...

O.



ABSTRACT

Since the goal of vocational home economics :education is

to prepai:e studeq6 for7their .roles as, homemakers it is im-

perative that the needs of students both male iend female are

- matched .closely by what they are'. taught., The purpose Q,f this

irolect* was to analye whetheAthe percetibq 1 students

concerning ,consumer and obemakixIg tasks l.au4t and needed

correlates with the perceptions of Leachers as to what they

71

felt they taught_and what'was needed by homemakers.

Quegkionnairc responses from 1442 home-ecopomics graduates

and '357 teachers were.compared., Teachers a djstudent.s regis-.

tered a high degree of similarity in the tasks they peredlived
0

as-needc to be taught.. AIsoi indicating a lack (,rcommunica-
,

Liion gap teachers and students responded similarly in their
. .

iudiciLion$ of which tasks had been taught. Most notable for

curficulum develbpment was the fact that generally tasks most

highly ranked as needed by both groups were also recorded by

both ahaving been. tught ImPl.ications were drawn for minor

. A *

curr:rcula-reviAarc and evidend'e was given for support of in,

creased Leacher preparatioa teacper experience and education

were shown t favorably: impact teaching. 4ivetsity.

V
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